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Kalamunda Aeronautical Model Society (Inc.) 

 

KAM’s General Meeting  

  Wednesday 19th February 2014 

Chair:  Geoff Doughty 

Meeting Open: 20:00hrs 

Attendance: 29 members 

Apologies: Margaret Pettigrew 

Visitors: Rob Waller 

Secretary’s Report 

Correspondence Inward: Email from Bruce Hunt re: damage to the canteen door 

Letter from Western Power re: Power outage February 27
th
 

Correspondence Outward: Email to the membership re: disposal of general rubbish in the Lipo 

Disposal Bin 

New Member Joining Packs sent to Max Kershaw, Bryan Leek, Mark 

Keech and Roman Pasznicki 

Email to Ross Cant re: contact details for other aero modelling clubs in 

WA 

Email to AWA re: forwarding an Application from Greg Voak for 

certification as a Gas Turbine Inspector  

Email to membership re: KAMS By-Laws refresher for all members 

Email to the membership re: KAMS Glider Rally on Saturday 15
th
 

February 

Email to the membership re: upcoming power outage at the field on 

27
th
 February 

Email to Bill Davies following up on contact details for other club 

presidents throughout WA 



Minutes of Last Meeting: Published to members 14-02-2014. 

Minutes accepted as true record: Moved: Eric Gooch Seconded: Peter Francis Carried Unanimously 

Secretary’s Report Moved: Ross Duncan Seconded: Norbert Kaiser      Carried Unanimously 

 

Membership Services: 

Membership Statistics 
   

Current Financial Members 131 
Membership Peak for Last Year 137 

Renewals Received since  
last General Meeting 

0  

New Members Since  
last General Meeting 4 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report February 2014 

Extracted from the full report presented to the February Committee and General meetings  

for the January 2014 accounts. 

BF Dec                      $20570.31             

Expenditure                                                Income 

Royal Aero Club Hire             250.00         Fees                              1740.00 

Synergy                                     360.40         

Cleaning                                   120.00         

Field Maintenance                  318.00 

Total                                       1048.40        Total                           $22310.31 

 

Cheque December                1210.00 

 

CF to Feb 2014 and reconciled to bank statement                    $20051.91  

 

Term Deposit           $35,248.06 @ 3.75% to mature 12 June 2014 

                                                   

Canteen Manager’s Report 

Total Takings:  399.60      Expenditure:  146.25     Profit:  203.35 

Treasurers Report Moved: Frank Jensen Seconded: Ken Heinz  Carried Unanimously 

 



The following new member(s) have applied, paid their appropriate dues and been duly nominated and 
seconded by a financial member: 
 

           New Members: 

 Name  Class  Wings  MAAA  Proposed  Seconded 

 Bryan Leek  Pensioner  Bronze 
 TBC 

 Neil Giggins  Tim Watson 

 Mark Keech  Senior  Gold 
 11752 

 Tim Watson  Geoff Doughty 

 Roman Pasznicki  Senior  Instructor 
 42877 

 Ken Greaves  Murray Tingey 

  Max Kershaw   Senior   Bronze 
  TBC 

 Murray Tingey  Ken Greaves 

 

To be recommended to General Meeting. 

Wings:  Nil 

 

Field Managers Report: 

 The new boom sprayer is in operation and two treatments have been undertaken to control the 
black beetle infestation. 

 There was a burst water pipe in front of the canteen. This has been repaired. 

 Ken Heinz and Garry Herren will look at repairing the damage to the canteen door. 

 The male toilets have had its seals replaced but it still appears to be leaking. A new cistern will be 
purchased in the near future to permanently fix the problem. 

 A soil wetting treatment has also been undertaken. 

AWA Report 

 The inspectors issue was on the agenda. There were a few concerns regarding the ratification of 
inspectors. All details will be published in windsock and club presidents will be notified. 

 There is still some confusion regarding making application for height extension.  

 The MAAA database is for the use of club committee’s for management processes.  

 The upgrades to Whiteman Park are going ahead but it appears the funding has been reduced by 
the lotteries commission. Whiteman Park may have to look for other sources for funding as lotteries 
commission cannot keep up with requests for funds. 

 

Safety Officers Report 

 N/A 

 

Committee Business: 

 A general email has been sent out to the membership attaching the KAMS by-laws and asking all 
members to re-familiarize themselves again with the rules and regulations and flying etiquette 
whilst at the field. 

 

 



General Business: 

 The KAMS website remains unchanged and needs a facelift. We are looking for a Web Firm to 
provide quotes for upgrading the current site. If the website is to be retained it will require a 
volunteer from the membership to maintain it on a regular basis. A suggestion was made to create 
a Facebook page to assist the current website.   

 Neil Giggins put forward that a motion be made to seek immediate assistance from a web company 
to provide a quote for an updated website. Ken Heinz seconded the motion. The motion was 
carried unanimously. 

 Ian Johnson offered to follow up with a colleague who is a web designer. Ian will report back to the 
membership as details become available. Ian went on to suggest that SIG reps be given access to 
their own pages so they can update pages themselves and not be reliant on the web administrator.  

 KAMS building program was raised regarding improvements to the central shelter. Two quotes 
have been received. The primary quote from the company “Just Rural” comes to approximately 
$70,000. An AWA loan would attract an interest rate of 2.25% P/A.  

 There was a concern that if the works were undertaken and monies were borrowed, this would 
have a roll on affect to raise membership fees. This could have a potential negative affect on 
ongoing membership figures.  

 It was discussed that the repayments on the borrowed sum, whatever that sum may be, should be 
easily serviced by the current financial situation and the expected ongoing membership fees 
collected. It was further raised that the current central shelter will need to be rebuilt at some point 
anyway as it is deteriorating.  

 The membership will be notified of rates and repayments and details of the new shelter in due 
course.  

 Jason Trebilcock put forward a motion that KAMS encumber itself with a loan of $60k over 15 years 
to go towards building works. Peter Francis seconded the motion. Eric Gooch presented an 
amendment to reduce the sum to $50k. There was no seconder. Eric’s motion was defeated. The 
motion for $60k loan was carried unanimously. 

 Ross Duncan offered to help prepare a business case to put forward to MAAA to secure the funds. 

 Ian Johnson raised the offer from Pauline Wansborough to scatter Ken’s ashes at the field. Details 
still need to be finalised at this stage. Ian will liaise with the Committee regarding this. Pauline 
would also like a plaque made and put on display at the club in the near future. 

 Ian went on to raise the absence of Pylon from the current calendar of events. Ian asked that it be 
reinstated into the KAMS event calendar. Ian will prepare some dates to put forward to the 
Committee and then the General Meeting  

 Garry Herren warned that some of the stirrups in the pits are in poor condition. Can all members 
please be vigilant and double check the integrity of the stirrups before running up any aircraft that 
are being restrained.  

 Ken suggested that a skip bin be organised to cater for the build up of rubbish at the field. The 
existing industrial bin will look at being disposed of in the near future. 

 Ian Johnson informed the meeting that Warbirds is coming up. There will be two raffle prizes this 
year and all registered pilots will receive a ‘goodie bag’. At this stage there does not look like being 
a full size flying display at lunchtime, as has been the case in previous years. If needed be KAMS 
could contact the Sporting Aircraft committee to perform a flyby instead.  

 

Meeting Close: 

21:15 Hrs 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members! 
Dolphin Co offers all members of KAMS a15% discount when purchasing ARF’s and engines by quoting a 
reference number when ordering. This number will be made available by emailing either the Secretary or 
Treasurer 

                                               BY-LAW OF THE MONTH 

4 : RADIO CONTROL RULES 

4.2 FREQUENCY KEYS 
Each frequency key must have it’s allocated channel number and the pilots name 
clearly displayed on the face of the key i.e 615 JOHN CITIZEN. 
In the case of a transmitter being used on different channels by changing 
crystals, AN INDIVIDUAL, CORRECTLY LABELLED KEY MUST BE USED 
WITH EACH CRYSTAL FOR EACH CHANNEL. This By-law is also applicable 
to transmitters using SYNTHESIZED FREQUENCIES. 
For safety, when viewing the keyboard, all pilots must be able to confirm at a 
glance, that the key has been inserted in the correct channel by crossreferencing 
channel numbers and the name of the pilot occupying the channel. 
 
 
4.3 FREQUENCY TEST 
Having placed your frequency key in the Frequency Keyboard upon leaving the 
transmitter compound with your radio, extend the aerial and turn on the radio to 
establish if any interference to other aircraft is observed or notified. If 
interference occurs, immediately turn off your transmitter. 



PRESENTING WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S PREMIER RADIO CONTROLLED WARBIRD EVENT

Proudly supported by ACE MODELS Midland

COME AND SEE 

THE STATE’S BEST 

RADIO CONTROLLED

WARBIRDS

Open to all current 

MAAA Pilots
(Proof required)

For Further Details Contact: 

Ian Johnson 9387 8730 

Ross Duncan 9293 2864

KAMS FIELD. JACKSON ROAD. OLDBURY

SUNDAY 

APRIL 27th, 2014

STARTS 10 AM

FREE ENTRY!

✪ OPEN TO ANY R/C WARBIRD

WITH MILITARY PAINT SCHEME

✪ NO SPORT JETS OR 
NON MILITARY AIRCRAFT
PERMITTED

WARBIRDS
OVER MUNDIJONG 2014

15th ANNUAL

Presenting the

Vic Longbon 

Memorial Trophy



 

 

  Please try and be present for the next meeting 

Wednesday March 19
th

 – Starts at 8.00pm 

      HOBBYTECH  INTERNATIONAL 

     352  SOUTH STREET , O'CONNOR  

Offering 10% discount on purchases made by  

           KAMS members. 

 Present your KAMS name badge  

    to receive your discount 



 

Hi Guys, 

 

Please find following entry form for the 2014 WA F3B Open which is being held at Greenacres Turf Farm in 

Serpentine,WA on the 31st May through 2nd June 2014. 

 

The event will also be used to select the Australian team for the 2015 World Championship being held in the 

Netherlands. 

 

Entries close on Friday 16th May so please be sure to respond in time. 

If you are unable to field a team of 4 no problems, enter as an individual and we will place you into a team. 

Prizes will be awarded for the first three place getters in the WA Open as well as the first three non team 

aspirant place getters. 

 

Please be aware that flying is not permitted at Greenacres outside of competition days. 

 

The entry fee of $30 covers the costs associated with the use of the field for 3 days. 

We are expecting a few interstate guests so if you are able to spare a winch or battery for loan I am sure our 

guests would be very grateful. 

 

If you require winch line a reliable source is Tom at Highend Ware in Germany. 

www.highendware.com 

 

Please free to contact me on 0438995200 or email timk@perthrecruit.com.au with any queries you may have. 

 

Best Regards 

Tim Kullack 

 

 

 

http://www.highendware.com/
mailto:timk@perthrecruit.com.au


 

2014 WA F3B Open / Australian f3b team trial 2015 WC 

Greenacres Turf Farm, Saturday 31
st

 May through Monday 2
nd

 June 

Lot 503 Henderson Road, Serpentine, Western Australia 6125 

Entry Form 

Name                             _______________________________________________________________ 

Postal Address                 ______________________________________________________________ 

Contact Details   Mobile _______________________ email__________________________________ 

MAAA Number and club __________________________________ Frequency __________________ 

Australian F3b team Aspirant   ?     Yes / No    (please circle your answer)    

Team members (4 man teams)      Team Member 1 _______________________________________ 

         Team Member 2 _______________________________________ 

         Team Member 3 _______________________________________ 

Entry Fees                   $ 30.00 per competitor 

Additional Team Aspirant Fee           $ 50.00 per team aspirant 

        Total Payment $________________ 

Payment Method EFT      BSB 736016          Account 535802    (please include your name) 

Entries Close Friday 16
th

 May.      

Please post or email entries to      Tim Kullack C/O Perth Recruitment Services  

       PO Box 8003, FREMANTLE WA 6160 

       timk@perthrecruit.com.au 

       0438 995 200 

Long distance travelers, do you require lunch and drinks each day ?  yes  /  no    (please circle) 

Proudly hosted by 

Soaring Western Australia 

 

mailto:timk@perthrecruit.com.au


 

 

Green Acres Turf Farm – WA F3B Open 
Latitude 32°24'25.99"S 
Longitude 115°53'12.89"E 
(From Google Earth) 

 



ELECTRIC                                 SALES                           ELECTRIC!

!
!
NEVER FLOWN!
!
Kyosho ARF/RTF “SPITFIRE’  includes 40 sized Electric motor ESC/Prop/!
Alu Spinner/Retracts/Servos                                                                          Sale Price $450.00              !
                                                                                                              !
FLOWN!
!
Kyosho ARF/RTF “Hien” (Swallow) includes 40 sized electric motor/ESC/!
Prop/Alu Spinner/Servos                                                                              Sale Price $350.00!
                                                                                                                  !
!
PERFECT CONDITION!
!
Multi Plex 3.5m Electric glider “Cularis” RTF includes motor/ESC/!
Folding prop/rudder/Ele/flaps/aileron servos                                                Sale Price $175.00 !
!
!
ELECTRIC MOTORS      All in perfect condition!
!
Hacker Outrunner A50-10S     Never run NIB                                               Sale Price $140.00!
!
EFlite Park 450 Outrunner 890KV     Never run  NIB                                    Sale Price $25.00!
!
Hyperion G2220 Outrunner Glider motor/up to 2m size                                 Sale Price $40.00!
!
Hacker A20-12XL Outrunner 1039 1039 KV     Never run NIB                       Sale Price  $50.00!
!
!
ELECTRIC ESC’s!
!
Hacker X-55 SB Pro 2 - 6 LIPO’s                                                                    Sale Price $35.00!
!
Hacker X - 70 SB    Pro 2 - 6 LIPO’s                                                                Sale Price $35.00!
!
!
HYPERION EMETER!
!
Remote data unit - can give you Volts min/Volts max/Amps max!
MAH out  or run up Max Height plus a multitude of other data.                      Sale Price  $90.00!
!
FLIGHT POWER!
V Balancer and many/many plugs                                                                   Sale Price $25.00    !
!
!
PAUL NATON  DVD’s !
Electric Flight Clinic No. 1                                                                               Sale Price $10.00!
Electric Flight Clinic No. 2                                                                                                 $10.00 !
F3H Building Clinic                                                                                                            $5.00!
HLG Building Clinic Disc No. 1                                                                                          $5.00!
!
!
CONTACT:   Bill Pettigrew          9439 5052    or petti@iinet.net.au or billpetti@icloud.com!
!

mailto:petti@iinet.net.au
mailto:billpetti@icloud.com


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

KAMS Calendar 2014 (Rev 03) 

Day , Date Time Event CD Notes 

March 2014 

Monday, 3 March 2014   Labour Day      

Monday, 10 March 2014 
7:30 
PM Committee Meeting     

Saturday, 15 March 2014 9am AWA Aussie Thermal  Les Stockley   

Wednesday, 19 March 2014 
8:00 
PM General Meeting     

April 2014 

Sunday, 6 April 2014 9am Jet SIG - Jet Day     

Monday, 7 April 2014 
7:30 
PM Committee Meeting     

Wednesday, 16 April 2014 
8:00 
PM General Meeting     

Friday, 18 April 2014 9am Open Thermal & Electric Thermal Ian Salau   

Sunday, 20 April 2014   No IC flying     

Monday, 21 April 2014   Easter Monday     

Friday, 25 April 2014   Anzac Day     

Sunday, 27 April 2014 9am Warbirds Day     

May 2014 

Monday, 5 May 2014 
7:30 
PM Committee Meeting     

Wednesday, 21 May 2014 
8:00 
PM General Meeting     

June 2014 

Monday, 2 June 2014   Western Auatralia Day     

Sunday, 8 June 2014 9am AWA F4C Stand-Off Scale & Giant Scale     

Monday, 9 June 2014 7:30PM Committee Meeting     

Wednesday, 18 June 2014 
8:00 
PM Annual General Meeting     

July 2014 

Monday, 7 July 2014 7:30PM Committee Meeting     

Wednesday, 16 July 2014 
8:00 
PM General Meeting     

August 2014 

Monday, 4 August 2014 
7:30 
PM Committee Meeting     

Wednesday, 20 August 2014 
8:00 
PM General Meeting     



 

Day , Date Time Event CD Notes 

September 2014 

Monday, 1 September 2014 7:30 PM Committee Meeting     

Wednesday, 17 September 2014 8:00 PM General Meeting     

Sunday, 21 September 2014 9am Jet SIG - Jet Day     

Monday, 29 September 2014   Queens Birthday     

October 2014 

Monday, 6 October 2014 7:30 PM Committee Meeting     

Wednesday, 15 October 2014 8:00 PM General Meeting     

November 2014 

Saturday, 1 November 2014 9am AWA F3B Glider Comp  Simon Watts   

Monday, 3 November 2014 7:30 PM Committee Meeting     

Wednesday, 19 November 2014 8:00 PM General Meeting     

Sunday, 23 November 2014 9am Scale Day - General (ARF Day?)     

December 2014 

Monday, 1 December 2014 7:30 PM Committee Meeting     

Wednesday, 17 December 2014 8:00 PM General Meeting     

Thursday, 25 December 2014   Christmas Day - No IC Flying     

Friday, 26 December 2014   Boxing Day - No IC Flying     

Wednesday, 31 December 2014   New Year's Eve     

Note:         

1.       The notation Restrictions means that the restrictions that are set for Public Holiday are in force.  This means 
that the timetable for operations at the field is that of a Sunday. 

2.       There are five days of the year where no IC activity is permitted.  These are: New Years Day, Good Friday, 
Easter Sunday, Christmas Day and Boxing Day. 

 



I am writing to you because I need your help to get me bloody pilot's licence back. You 

keep telling me you got all the right contacts. Well now's your chance to make 

something happen for me because, mate, I'm bloody desperate. 

But first, I'd better tell you what happened during my last flight review with the CAA 

Examiner. 

On the phone, Ron (that's the CAA d*#"head), seemed a reasonable sort of a bloke. He 

politely reminded me of the need to do a flight review every two years. He even offered 

to drive out, have a look over my property and let me operate from my own strip. 

Naturally I agreed to that. 

Anyway, Ron turned up last Wednesday. First up, he said he was a bit surprised to see 

the plane on a small strip outside my homestead, because the "ALA"(Authorized 

Landing Area), is about a mile away. I explained that because this strip was so close to 

the homestead, it was more convenient than the "ALA," and despite the power lines 

crossing about midway down the strip, it's really not a problem to land and take-off, 

because at the halfway point down the strip you're usually still on the ground. 

For some reason Ron, seemed nervous. So, although I had done the pre-flight inspection 

only four days earlier, I decided to do it all over again. 

Because the prick was watching me carefully, I walked around the plane three times 

instead of my usual two. 

My effort was rewarded because the colour finally returned to Ron's cheeks. In fact, 

they went a bright red. In view of Ron's obviously better mood, I told him I was going 

to combine the test flight with some farm work, as I had to deliver three "poddy calves" 

from the home paddock to the main herd. After a bit of a chase I finally caught the 

calves and threw them into the back of the ol' Cessna 172. We climbed aboard but Ron, 

started getting onto me about weight and balance calculations and all that crap. Of 

course I knew that sort of thing was a waste of time because calves, like to move around 

a bit particularly when they see themselves 500-feet off the ground! 

So, it's bloody pointless trying to secure them as you know. 

However, I did tell Ron that he shouldn't worry as I always keep the trim wheel set on 

neutral to ensure we remain pretty stable at all stages throughout the flight. Anyway, I 

started the engine and cleverly minimized the warm-up time by tramping hard on the 

brakes and gunning her to 2,500 RPM. I then discovered that Ron has very acute 

hearing, even though he was wearing a bloody headset. Through all that noise he 

detected a metallic rattle and demanded I account for it. Actually it began about a month 

ago and was caused by a screwdriver that fell down a hole in the floor and lodged in the 

fuel selector mechanism. The selector can't be moved now, but it doesn't matter because 

it's jammed on "All tanks," so I suppose that's Okay. 

However, as Ron was obviously a nit-picker, I blamed the noise on vibration from a 



stainless steel thermos flask which I keep in a beaut little possie between the windshield 

and the magnetic compass. My explanation seemed to relax Ron, because he slumped 

back in the seat and kept looking up at the cockpit roof. I released the brakes to taxi out, 

but unfortunately the plane gave a leap and spun to the right. "Hell" I thought," not the 

starboard wheel chock again." The bump jolted Ron back to full alertness. He looked 

around just in time to see a rock thrown by the prop-wash disappear completely through 

the windscreen of his brand new Commodore. "Now I'm really in trouble," I thought.. 

While Ron was busy ranting about his car, I ignored his requirement that we taxi to the 

"ALA," and instead took off under the power lines. 

Ron didn't say a word, at least not until the engine started coughing right at the lift off 

point, and then he bloody screamed his head off. 

"Oh God! Oh God! Oh God!" 

"Now take it easy Ron," I told him firmly. "That often happens on take-off and there is a 

good reason for it." I explained patiently that I usually run the plane on standard 

MOGAS, but one day I accidentally put in a gallon or two of kerosene. To compensate 

for the low octane of the kerosene, I siphoned in a few gallons of super MOGAS and 

shook the wings up and down a few times to mix it up. Since then, the engine has been 

coughing a bit but in general it works just fine, if you know how to coax it properly. 

Anyway, at this stage Ron seemed to lose all interest in my test flight. 

He pulled out some rosary beads, closed his eyes and became lost in prayer. (I didn't 

think anyone was a Catholic these days) I selected some nice music on the HF radio to 

help him relax. Meanwhile, I climbed to my normal cruising altitude of 10,500-feet. I 

don't normally put in a flight plan or get the weather because, as you know getting FAX 

access out here is a friggin' joke and the weather is always "8/8 blue" anyway. 

But since I had that near miss with a Saab 340, I might have to change me thinking on 

that. Anyhow, on levelling out, I noticed some wild camels heading into my improved 

pasture. I hate bloody camels, and always carry a loaded 303, clipped inside the door of 

the Cessna just in case I see any of the bastards. 

We were too high to hit them, but as a matter of principle, I decided to have a go 

through the open window. Mate, when I pulled the bloody rifle out, the effect on Ron, 

was friggin electric. As I fired the first shot his neck lengthened by about six inches and 

his eyes bulged like a rabbit with myxo He really looked as if he had been jabbed with 

an electric cattle prod on full power. In fact, Ron's reaction was so distracting that I lost 

concentration for a second and the next shot went straight through the port tyre. Ron 

was a bit upset about the shooting (probably one of those 

pinko animal lovers I guess) so I decided not to tell him about our little problem with 

the tyre. Shortly afterwards I located the main herd and decided to do my fighter pilot 

trick. Ron had gone back to praying when, in one smooth sequence, I pulled on full 

flaps, cut the power and started a sideslip from 10,500-feetdown to 500-feet at 130, 



knots indicated (the last time I looked anyway) and the little needle rushed up to the red 

area on me ASI. What a buzz, mate! 

About half way through the descent I looked back in the cabin to see the calves 

gracefully suspended in mid air and mooing like crazy. I was going to comment to Ron 

on this unusual sight, but he looked a bit green and had rolled himself into the feral 

position and was screaming' his 'freakin' head off. 

Mate, talk about being in a bloody zoo. You should've been there, it was so bloody 

funny! At about 500-feet I levelled out, but for some reason we kept sinking. 

When we reached 50-feet, I applied full power but nothing happened. No noise no 

nothin'. Then, luckily, I heard me instructor's voice in me head saying "carb heat, carb 

heat." So I pulled carb heat on and that helped quite a lot, with the engine finally 

regaining full power. Whew, that was really close, let me tell you! 

Then mate, you'll never guess what happened next! As luck would have it, at that height 

we flew into a massive dust cloud caused by the cattle and suddenly went I.F. bloody R, 

mate. You would have been really proud of me as I didn't panic once, not once, but I did 

make a mental note to consider an instrument rating as soon as me gyro is repaired 

(something I've been meaning to do for a while now). Suddenly Ron's elongated neck 

and bulging eyes reappeared. His mouth opened very wide, but no sound emerged. 

"Take it easy," I told him, "we'll be out of this in a minute" Sure enough, about a minute 

later we emerged, still straight and level and still at 50-feet. Admittedly I was surprised 

to notice that we were upside down, and I kept thinking to myself, "I hope Ron didn't 

notice that I had forgotten to set the QNH when we were taxiing." This minor 

tribulation forced me to fly to a nearby valley in which I had to do a half roll to get 

upright again. 

By now the main herd had divided into two groups leaving a narrow strip between 

them. "Ah!" I thought, "there's an omen. We'll land right there." 

Knowing that the tyre problem demanded a slow approach, I flew a couple of steep 

turns with full flap. Soon the stall warning horn was blaring so loud in me ear that I cut 

it's circuit breaker to shut it up. But by then I knew we were slow enough anyway. I 

turned steeply onto a 75-foot final and put her down with a real thud. Strangely enough, 

I had always thought you could only ground loop in a tail dragger but, as usual, I was 

proved wrong again! 

Halfway through our third loop, Ron at last recovered his sense of humour. Talk about 

laugh. I've never seen the likes of it. He couldn't stop. 

We finally rolled to a halt and I released the calves, who bolted out of the aircraft like 

there was no tomorrow. I then began picking clumps of dry grass. Between gut 

wrenching fits of laughter, Ron asked what I was doing. I explained that we had to stuff 

the port tyre with grass so we could fly back to the homestead. 



It was then that Ron, really lost the plot and started running away from the aircraft. Can 

you believe it? I saw him running off into the distance, arms flailing in the air and still 

shrieking with laughter. 

I later heard that he had been confined to a psychiatric institution - poor bugger! 

Anyhow mate, that's enough about Ron. The problem is I got this letter from CASA 

withdrawing, as they put it, my privileges to fly; until I have undergone a complete pilot 

training course again and undertaken another flight proficiency test. Now I admit that I 

made a mistake in taxiing over the wheel chock and not setting the QNH using strip 

elevation, but I can't see what else I did that was a so bloody bad that they have to 

withdraw me flaming' license. Can you? 

        Ralph H. Bell 

Mud Creek Station 

  

  

  

  


